Comparison of continuous and interrupted suture techniques in microvascular end-to-side anastomosis.
To compare the speed and patency rates of the continuous and interrupted suture techniques in microvascular end-to-side anastomosis, 10 anastomoses utilizing each technique were performed using a femoral artery-superficial epigastric vein bypass model in Sprague-Dawley rats. The continuous suture technique was found to be almost twice as fast as the interrupted technique with no functional compromise. Patency for both techniques was 100 percent. These results are similar to those of several recent reports comparing the two techniques in end-to-end anastomosis and suggest that the continuous suture technique may be the most efficient technique for end-to-side anastomosis as well.